Rgda hja Sirid Stenberg, landsstyriskvinnu i almanna- og mentamalum, i sambandi
vid flaggdagshaldio i Reykjavik 25.04.2024

Godu faroyingar, islendingar, gestir og godu tit gll.

Av hjarta takk fyri heidurin at bera okkara kaera Merki eina heidurskvgdu a flaggdegnum
0g av hjarta takk fyri hgvid at vera saman vido minum landsmonnum og tykkum gllum
vinseelu folkum & hesum fagra fyrsta summardegi a hesum vakra stad.

Eg fari at gera tad soleidis, at ein partur av rgduni verdur a fgroyskum, og so havi eg ein
part & enskum. Eg skifti imillum malini nakrar ferdir.

Dear Faroe islanders, Icelanders, guests and dear all,

A heatrtfelt thank you for the honour of saying some words in honour of our beloved flag,
Merkid, on this Flag Day. Also, a heartfelt thank you for the opportunity to be here with my
fellow countrymen and all you hospitable people on this great first summerday in this
beautiful place.

This speech will be delivered partly in Faroese and partly in English. | will alternate
between the languages a few times.

"At bera tad Merkid, sum eydkennir verkid”

Henda regla ur okkara tjodsangi stdd a troyggjunum hja okkara manslandslidi i hondboalti,
ta i0 teir spaeldu sgguligu dystirnar i Berlin, og gll tj6din var i sonnum hondbdltsrusi.

The handball matches of our men’s national team have been engraved in our memory;
particularly, when 5,000 Faroe islanders sang our National Anthem in Berlin. The moment
when we all joined together as one and sang from the bottom of our hearts with pride of
the achievement of our national handball team and their representation of us as a people
and nation with thousands of Faroese flags fluttering in the sports arena. It was a magical
and memorable moment.

Hondbalturin trein Gt i heim, a altjoda vellin, vid Merkinum. Teir umbodadu ikki bert seg
sjalvar, men okkum gll sum fgroyingar og sum tj6d. Og & jgvnum fati vid onnur félk og
adrar tjooir.

Seeing our dear Merki flutter among the other flags of the world confirms our existence as
a people. It also recognises our self-determination. It grants us respect as well as self-
respect — and not least equal status as a nation.

The Faroese have also closely followed Icelandic handball. We have cheered you on and
acquired the well-known Icelandic cheer ‘HU!’

A few days ago, the Faroese women’s national handball team played against Iceland. You
beat us, but on a historic note, our women’s national team qualified for the European
championship finals, and the news broke while they were still on the pitch in Iceland.



How special, that the news broke while in Iceland. As a sign of fellowship. Soon, our
women are also headed out into the world with our flag, Merkid, to represent us all.

The lengthy process of acquiring our own Faroese flag has required strenuous work.

Young Faroese students in Copenhagen, lead by Jens Olivur Lisberg, Thomas Pauli Dahl
and Janus @ssurson, created the first Faroese flag; a table flag sewed by Ninna Jacobsen.
Later, they made the flag that now hangs in the church in FAmjin and which initially
fluttered in Faroese winds on 22" June 19109.

The years from 1919 onwards were stormy, symbolically, and the struggles were rough.
That is an important but separate story.

The need for a Faroese national flag grew among the Faroese, but the break trough was
at the start of WWII (World War Two). As strange as it may sound, it required a World War.

When Denmark was occupied by Germany on 9" April 1940, the connection between
Denmark and the Faroes was severed, and few days later, the Faroes were occupied by
the British. Brits did not appreciate Faroese ships sailing under the Danish flag, now that
Denmark was occupied by Germany, which was considered an enemy of Britain. As a
solution, Faroese ships started sailing under the Faroese flag.

During the War, the Faroese flag was therefore used as a maritime flag; however, Merkid
was not used in Parliament. It was not until 1948 that Merkid was legalised as the flag of
the Faroe Islands.

We might say that the Second World War played a part in gaining Merkid. However, the
War also took from us as wars always do. The Faroe Islands lost many ships, and many
lives were lost at sea.

Icelandic seas have also claimed the lives of Faroese fishermen.

This marks another connection between the countries. The sea has gathering abilities as
well as dividing abilities. Those who have passed away are part of us and our shared
history. We honour their memory.

It was said about Jens Olivur Lisberg that:

” The tall, blond, well-built young man, quiet, friendly and witty was the essence of student
life, the inspirational and inciting. Are the Faroese ever to reach a point of standing united
and rowing in the same direction, that boat needs a flag.” He said

The message in these words about being united and rowing in the same direction remains
essential also today. Concord moves us forward. Discord separates and dismantles. World
history as well as our own history demonstrates this point. That is why we must stand
together as countries and support the democratic values that our neighbouring nations are
built on.



Tiverri doydi Jens Olivur Lisberg ungur, bert 23 ara gamal i 1920. At hugsa seer til, hvat
hann i sinum stutta livi hevur avrikad.

Tad er ikki mongdin av arunum, sum sigur nakad um livsavrikid, men avrikini i saer
sjalvum, og tey hja Jens Olivur Lisberg tala fyri seg. Tey eru okkara sgga, okkara samleiki,
okkara stoltleiki og imyndin av savningarmegini og sélini i samfelagnum.

Tad er altid meira, sum savnar okkum, enn sum skilir. Héast Merkid kann hava ymiskan
tydning fyri okkum, so er Merkid okkara savningarflagg. Vit eiga tad @ll og eru gll géd vio
tad.

Merkid rarir djapar kenslur i félki. Vit hava tad vio okkum Ur veggu i grav. Vit visa gledi vid
Merkinum, og vit visa & okkara sorg vid Merkinum. Ta id flaggad verdur i halvari stong,
verda vit starin og syrgin. Krossurin i flagginum imyndar eina kristna tj6d og kann geva
teimum syrgjandi og okkum gllum von um trygga framtid.

Vit kenna eisini gll, hvussu glad vit verda, ta id vit til demis hava vunnid, og Merkid veittrar.
Ella ta id vit uttanlands kunnu siggja feroyska flaggio veittra millum hini flaggini, ja, ta
kenna vit okkum virdismett sum eitt folk.

It is said that the value of anything can be measured by what it took to accomplish. The
struggle for our flag was tough, but the harder the battle, the sweeter the victory.

Now, we might ask the question, whether Merkid would be our national flag, had it not
been for the War. Yes, | am entirely certain that it would, as our history shows. Any
movement, founded on ardent ideals and progress for people and country, is unstoppable.
It will conquer in the end.

The history of the Icelandic flag is also special and powerful.

Part of the battle for Icelandic independence was the battle for their own flag. As every
battle for independence is.

Many plans and suggestions for the appearance of the flag were suggested. Einar Skald
Benadiktson suggested a flag with white bunting and a blue cross in 1897. Many
applauded the flag, but the King would not allow it. | saw that flag yesterday as | was on an
interesting and inspirational visit at your National Museum.

Matthias Térdarson suggested a flag in 1906 with blue bunting, a white cross and a red
cross within the white cross. The colours were to signify fjallablaman, Isinn og eldinn.

In 1914 Sigurdur Eggerz — Icelandic Minister — asked the king to approve Matthias
Tordarson’s suggestion and to confirm an Icelandic constitution. The King denied both
requests and Sigurdur Eggerz withdrew.



In 1915 Icelanders were allowed to use the Icelandic flag for celebration but not as a
national flag. The condition was that Dannebrog must be raised alongside the parliament,
and therefore two flagpoles were erected. In 1918 when Iceland gained full independence,
a new flagpole was erected at the Government Building while the other two carried no
flags. The symbolism was crystal clear.

Sigurdur Eggerz was acting Prime Minister just then. He delivered a famous speech
saying:

“Og i gaer hefur konungurinn gefié Ut urskurd um pjédféna Islands, sem blaktir fra pvi i dag
yfir hinu islenska riki... Faninn er takn fullveldis vors. Faninn er imynd peirra hugsjéna,
sem pjda vor & fegurstar, hvert stérverk, sem unnid er af oss, eykur veg fanans, hvort sem
pad er unnid a héfunum, i barattunni vid brim og Ufnar 6ldur eda & sveedi framkveemdanna
eda i visindum og foégrum listum. Pvi géfugri sem pjod vor er, pess gofugri verdur fani

vor. Vegur hans og frami er fraegd pjédar vorrar... Vér bidjum alfédur ad styrkja oss til ad
lyfta fananum til freegdar og frama..."”

Looking at the historic timelines of the Faroese and Icelandic flag stories, there is no doubt
that the Faroe islanders have been inspired nationally by Icelanders. Iceland was
recognised as a sovereign state in 1918 and in 1919, Merkid fluttered in Famjin in the
Faroe Islands. Both flags fluttered for years before they were publically acknowledged. Our
flags are even made using the same beautiful colours just like our origins are the same.
Even today, there are many of us who admire and look up to what Iceland has
accomplished and still accomplishes.

For thousands of years, people have gathered under various flags. We share this desire
today, as most self-respecting clubs and communities have a flag, logo or uniform. People
also regularly share photos on social media of national, recreational or political flags to
show where their support lies — or not.

We seem to be genetically inclined towards demonstrating who we are and what we stand
for. We often express ourselves using symbols. A flag is the strongest symbol.

How can it be that in the present day with countless choices for all that we still celebrate
the Flag Day? It might be an indication that in a world where nearly anything is possible,
and development races past us and on the other side wars still are affecting many people
and countryes, well, maybe people stop and look back to fellowship and traditions. To
what is safe and known. To history and roots. Merkid represents values, traditions, history
and identity which are all necessary tools for going into our future, so that we don’t lose
touch with our roots as well as ourselves.

Flags are also a representation of what we fight for.



The Faroe Islands and Iceland have much in common. There are strong ties connecting us
and we consider you our closest relatives — like siblings. In many areas, we look up to you,
your courage and your vision. You are inspiring, inclusive and free. We always feel good
around you. We feel respected.

Gjegnum nbgv ar hevur taett samband verid millum Fgroyar og island.

Nogvir faroyingar leitadu seer til islands at arbeida i 1950-60unum. Teirra millum voru mini
verforeldur, sum arbeiddu her i eini tvey ar. Ta tidina tosadu tey altid so glediliga um. Tey
hgvdu familju her yviri og hava tad enn. So familjubond eru eisini millum londini. Og enn
leita fgroyingar seer til islands i Gtbugvingargrindum o.g.

Sambandid millum londini er sterkt, og nogvir feroyingar hava eisini island sum sitt heim.
Tykkum sendi eg eina serliga heilsu a flaggdegnum og gledist um at hitta ngkur tykkara og
at vita, at tit hava funnid tykkum eydnuna her.

Tit eru dgmi um, at tad ber veel til at hava tvey heimlond. Faroyar er ikki bara eitt
avmarkad geografiskt gki, ti tad at vera faroyingur er eisini ein samleiki og nakad, vit bera
vid okkum i hjgrtunum. Tad er okkara felags upphav og felags grundvsgllur. A tann hatt er
faroyski samleikin uttan landamgrk og heldur ein savnan av félki vid faroyska
tjédskapinum i hjartanum.

Faroyingar hava négyv i felag, og nakad av ti tydningarmesta er fgroyska malid. Ti liggur
tad maer a hjarta i dag eisini at rgda a faroyskum. Ti modurmalinum eiga tit altio lut i, eisini
um tit ikki bugva i Fgroyum.

Ein dagin herfyri las eg eina so sigandi yrking um tydningin av médurmalinum. Urd
Johannesen sigur tad soleidis:

Sjalvmal!

um ta vil bréta meg,
rangsnara mina sggu,
brenn minar ognir,
doyv minar sansir,
ogilda mini heitir,

fial mitt atsyni,
fongsla minar fatur,
slgkk mina radd,
nidra mina sjalvsmynd
- tak bara alt, eg eigi,

men tak ei médurmalio fra meer,-



ti har byr alt, sum er eqg,

ord, sum eingin annar eigur,
tydningar, sum bara vit skilja,
virdi, sum faa okkum at vakna,
freelsi, sum onnur hava mist,

framtioin, altid vio o

We are pleased to have an embassy in Iceland. There are many opportunities for
developing collaborations for the benefit of both nations. Fellowship in many areas.
Cultural possibilities, in particular, have plenty of potential, both in terms of working
together and learning from each other. This could include areas of art, music, language,
acting, literature and culture in its broadest sense.

We are fortunate that more and more Icelandic literature is translated into Faroese
language, and we have books analysing Faroese and Icelandic artists. Choirs from both
countries have a long history of working together and visiting each other, and many of our
most talented musicians have worked or studied in Iceland. The same is in sports.

Our beautiful common Nordic House in the Faroes is also a window for Faroe islanders
into Icelandic arts and culture. The Faroese film industry is leaping forward, and yet again
we can learn from each other’s experience. Our own imagination seems to be the only limit
to what we can achieve together besides fisheries and business. You are also true
inspiration in terms of gender equality.

Nothing comes easily, as the history of both our flags has proven. On this day, we
remember with gratitude those who have fought for our Merki. On this day, we remind
ourselves that we are responsible for the future. We must embrace that responsibility and
safe guard the flutter of our flag for democracy, freedom, peace and equality and to gather
around the values of our flag, Merkid. And still, we must keep on fighting for the rights of
Merkid to flutter freely around all the world.

Only then, we will carry the brand that characterises our labour.

Happy Flag Day, everyone, and thank you for listening.

“Ta bera vit tad Merkid, sum eydkennir verkid”
Godan flaggdag gll somul og takk fyri, at tit lyddu a.

Sirid Stenberg, landsstyriskvinna i almanna- og mentamalum



