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Opening speech – Faroe Islands Days 

EXPO2025 in Osaka 

September 4, 2025 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests, 

 

It is my great honour and pleasure to welcome you all to the Faroe Islands 

Days here at Expo 2025 Osaka.  

Today, we gather in this remarkable setting to showcase not only the 

beauty of the Faroe Islands but also the vibrant spirit of our culture, 

innovation, and community. 

The World Expo is much more than a platform where countries display their 

achievements. It is an opportunity for us to learn from one another, to share 

experiences, and to build connections that transcend borders.  

As island nations – even though half the globe is between us – the Faroe 

Islands and Japan have much in common.  

The sea is always near. We know that the oceans that surround us are a 

fundamental condition for our identity and culture, key to our development 

and prosperity through fisheries and trading routes.   

We are eager to learn from you, and at the same time, proud to present 

what the Faroe Islands have to offer. 

Our presentations today are inspired by the annual TONIK event in the 

Faroe Islands – a festive reflection of our innovative environment.  
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The TONIK concept is a celebration of creativity, innovation, and 

community. It highlights our tiny but vibrant country. A place where the 

beautiful natural environment sets the scene for a safe and peaceful 

society complemented by a lively, creative and innovative spirit.  

The Faroe Islands may be small in size, but our potential is vast. Here, the 

richness of the sea, a rich cultural life, and a close-knit community come 

together in a way only a few places can offer.  

The short distances between business, culture, and government fosters 

collaboration and enables us to innovate faster than many larger nations. 

Small, yet complete – this is what makes the Faroe Islands unique. 

Today, I want to share some examples of what we stand for: innovation, 

entrepreneurship, and a both historically rooted and creative forward-

looking culture. 

The Faroe Islands has a tradition of sustainably utilising our natural 

resources. With us today are representatives of modern fashion and wool 

design, furniture design, sustainable seaweed production, liqueur brands, 

and even our postal service, showcasing the artistry of Faroese postal 

stamps. 

Also present are both seaweed innovators and our modern fisheries, 

drawing on the riches of our ocean to deliver high-quality fish products to 

markets around the world. 

Innovation is also reflected in our art scene – here represented by our film 

industry, visual arts, and even a special sound installation for you to 

experience. 
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Moreover, we are actively engaged in the green energy transition. We  focus 

on renewable electricity production and green maritime technology – 

pioneering solutions that benefit both our environment and economy.  

And on this note – technology and industry – we are also proud to highlight 

our national carrier the Atlantic Airways, connecting us with the world.    

Artificial Intelligence is another vital area of development. We recognise the 

growing importance of technology, fostering entrepreneurs, and building 

resilience in our digital infrastructure.  

Cybersecurity and tech resilience have become essential, especially after 

recent global events that have shown us the importance of safeguarding 

our digital assets. 

Beyond technology, the creative industries hold a central place in our 

cultural and economic development. Art, culture, music, film. These are 

vital for preserving our identity and sharing our story with the world.  

When we combine arts and technology, the resulting synergy becomes a 

powerful force – one that inspires innovation and cultural preservation and 

creativity at the same time. 

The Faroe Islands Days here in Osaka celebrate this very spirit – the spirit of 

innovation and creativity, of resilience, and of community.  

Our islands may be seen as a beautiful and very peaceful place, and they 

indeed are. At the same time it is a lively, creative place – a hub where art, 

tech, film, literature, music, design, IT and all things maritime merge to 

create something truly special. 
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I want to thank you all for your interest and for sharing this moment with us. 

Your visit here helps strengthen the bonds between our peoples and our 

countries.  

With that, I am delighted to declare the Faroe Islands Days officially open. 

Let us use this opportunity to learn, to inspire, and to build a future rooted 

in innovation and collaboration. 

 

Thank you. 

 

 


