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 Thank you, Mr. Chair, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my pleasure to address you all on behalf of the Kingdom of Denmark. As Minister of Social 
Affairs and Housing in the Faroe Islands, I represent a self-governing part of the Kingdom. 

As we mark the twentieth anniversary of the CRPD, we have an important opportunity both to 
celebrate progress and reflect on the work that still lies ahead. 

Around the world, persons with disabilities continue to face barriers to equal participation, re-
presentation and independent living, and therefore the Convention remains as important as 
ever.  

Human rights are not static. - They reflect the choices we make about how we organize our 
societies, whose voices are heard, and who is included in shaping the future. 

While we across the Kingdom might have slightly different set-ups and legislation - we are 
united in our goals and visions: We must continue to ensure that persons with disabilities are 
not only protected by our societies: but fully included in shaping them.  

Our societies are all built on close communities, trust and strong public responsibility. We 
believe that progress is best achieved through cooperation, transparency and a willingness to 
learn and adapt. 

Let me give an example from the Faroe Islands. 

In the development of a new Children’s Act, roughly 700 children and young people 
participated, including children and young people with disabilities. Through adapted dialogue 
formats and active outreach, we worked to ensure meaningful participation and real influence 
on the legislative process. 

This reminded us, that participation does not happen automatically. 

Public authorities must actively create accessible spaces for dialogue. 

Public authorities must strengthen cooperation with organizations of persons with disabilities 
to build more inclusive societies. 

Mr. Chair, 

We remain committed to building strong and inclusive societies where persons with 
disabilities: 

can participate equally,  



can have their voices heard - and live with dignity. 

Thank you. 

Margit Stóra, landsstýriskvinnu í Almanna- og bústaðamálum 

 

 


