Rgda til COSP19 - 9. juni 2026, Official Nordic Side-Event - Opening remarks
Excellencies, distinguished delegates, colleagues and friends,

Itis an honor to be here today on behalf of the Faroe Islands and Denmark, who together hold
the Presidency of the Nordic Council of Ministers this year.

Together with the Nordic Council of Ministers and UNICEF, we are proud to host this side
event on active citizenship for young people with disabilities.

Nordic cooperation allows us to learn from each other and create better solutions together.

This year marks 50 years of Nordic cooperation on disability. It reminds us that progress
happens when governments, organizations and persons with disabilities work together.

And this brings us to today’s theme.

Active citizenship is not only about being present. It is about being heard, being involved, and
having real influence on the decisions that shape your own life and future.

This is especially important for children and young people with disabilities. Because if they are
not included early, we risk creating systems and solutions without their perspectives.

In the Faroe Islands, we have recently strengthened this approach through the development
of a new Children’s Act. In 2024 the UN CRPD Committee recommended that we involve
children and young people with disabilities more closely in this work.

And we listened.

During the consultation process, roughly 700 children and young people participated. To
ensure that children and young people with disabilities could participate, we used adapted
workshops, smaller groups and more flexible forms of dialogue.

And this matters. Because participation does not happen by itself. Public authorities have a
responsibility to create spaces where all young people can participate safely, equally and
meaningfully.

At the same time, we know that good practices alone are not enough. Participation must
become a more natural and systematic part of how we develop laws, services and policies
from the very beginning.

And that is exactly why today’s discussion is so important.

| look forward to listening, learning and continuing this conversation together with you all —
and especially the young voices joining us today.

Thank you.
Margit Stéra, landsstyriskvinnu i Almanna- og bustadamalum



