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Dear all,
Distinguished guests, colleagues and friends

On behalf of the Danish and Faroese Presidency of the Nordic Council of Ministers - | warmly
welcome you to the annual Nordic reception on the occasion of the 19th Conference of States
Parties to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

To join us this evening, we have gathered distinguished guests from Nordic, Baltic and Global
arenas.

At a time where the geopolitical situation is defined by instability, and the international
environment has become less predictable.

And at a time where we see increasing division, threats to democracy, trust and unity. - It
becomes crucial to remember and to celebrate the things, that bind us together.

In that spirit, 2026 stands out as a landmark year — a year where we celebrate not just one,
but three major milestones of strong ties, alliances and joined forces between nations, who
share a commitment to democracy and human rights.

First, we mark 50 years of Nordic co-operation on disability;
For half a century, the Nordic countries have stood together in our commitment to equality.

Beyond policies and papers, this 50-year journey has been about a shared vision: a vision
where every individual, regardless of ability, has equal opportunities in our society.

Over time, the Nordic co-operation on disability has developed into a politically anchored and
cross-sectoral joint effort that includes both civil society and research perspectives —so that
we in unison strive to enhance the Nordic disability field.

By learning from each other's experiences, the co-operation has complemented and
strengthened national policy efforts, with a focus on participation, independence and equal
living conditions for persons with disabilities.

And by harmonizing our efforts, we have turned the ‘Nordic Model’ into a shared roadmap for
disability rights - guiding our continuous work to ensure that equality becomes a tangible
reality for all.

[35 years of Nordic-Baltic co-operation]



But our commitment to co-operate does not stop at our Nordic borders. We have long
recognized the strength that lies in reaching out to our neighbors.

Thirty-five years ago, we began building a bridge across the Baltic Sea— commenced; a
Nordic-Baltic partnership based on trust, shared values, and a mutual desire for progress.

Our countries are linked not only geographically. We also share deep historical, social,
economic and cultural ties.

This regional collaboration has allowed us to foster a unique bond with cross-border
initiatives and sharing of best practices.

In unison, our cultural and political ties have created a resilient region that serves as a global
example of effective cross-border collaboration.

And now, thirty-five years later we continue to develop this partnership as we work together,
not only as a strength within our region, but also as our regional collaboration strengthens the
resilience of our global engagements.

Engagements based on the rights and obligations of the UN Convention on the rights of
persons with disabilities, that was adopted twenty years ago.

Itis therefore deeply meaningful that we are gathered here in New York, as we also celebrate
two decades since the adoption of a convention that set a new global standard within the
disability field, shifting the perspective from charity to human rights.

It has empowered individuals to demand their rightful place in society - and clarified the
obligations that lie on us - to leave no one behind.

It reminds us that inclusion is not an option, but a fundamental right that we must continue to
protect and advance.

Despite the fact that much work remains to be done, our alliances demonstrate that our joint
efforts yield better results than if we work separately.

Let us sustain these robust partnerships in the years ahead.
Celebrating
50 years of Nordic co-operation on disability

35 years of Nordic-Baltic regional co-operation;

And 20 years with the UN convention on the rights of persons with disabilities.

And proving that we are truly stronger, when we stand together.



So, on that note, | want to express my sincere gratitude to all of you, for joining us tonight.

And a special thanks to all speakers at our Nordic side event earlier today, for enlightening us
with your perspectives.

Not least, | want to thank our moderator William Korte and our youth panel, who stood out
exceptionally with their insights.

I think they deserve an applause from all of us.

Before we start enjoying the refreshments and canapés, let us all raise our glasses to the
continuance of Nordic, Baltic and Global partnerships in the future.

Skal!

Margit Stéra, landsstyriskvinnu i Almanna- og bustadamalum



